THE   PRESENT   CONDITION   OF   RUSSIA
itself increasingly capable of ascertaining important
facts and laws, which are acknowledged by all com-
petent people regardless of temperament or self-interest
or political pressure. Almost all the progress in the
world from the earliest times is attributable to science
and the scientific temper; almost all the major ills are
attributable to religion.
By a religion I mean a set of beliefs held as dogmas,
dominating the conduct of life, going beyond or con-
trary to evidence, and inculcated by methods which
are emotional or authoritarian, not intellectual. By
this definition, Bolshevism is a religion: that its dogmas
go beyond or contrary to evidence, I shall try to prove
in what follows. Those who accept Bolshevism become
impervious to scientific evidence, and commit intellec-
tual suicide. Even if all the doctrines of Bolshevism
were true, this would still be the case, since no unbiased
examination of them is tolerated. One who believes, as
I do, that the free intellect is the chief engine of human
progress, cannot but be fundamentally opposed to
Bolshevism, as much as to the Church of Rome,
Among religions, Bolshevism is to be reckoned with
Mohammedanism rather than with Christianity and
Buddhism. Christianity and Buddhism are primarily
personal religions, with mystical doctrines and a love
of contemplation. Mc^jarnmedanism and Bolshevism
are practical, social, unspiritual, concerned to win the
empire of this world. Their founders would not have
resisted the third of the temptations in the wilderness.
What Mohammedanism did for the Arabs, Bolshevism
may do for the Russians. As Ali went down before the
politicians who only rallied to the Prophet after his
success, so the genuine Communists may go down
before those who are now rallying to the ranks of the
74